
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING OF THE 
ARIZONA BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC EXAMINERS  

IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY 
October 23, 2004 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: President Martin Reiss, D.O.; Vice-President Stanley Grossman; 

Stanley Brysacz, Jr., D.O.; Murray Cohen, D.O.; David 
Steinway, D.O.; Charlie Hendrix; F. P. Wedel, D.O. 

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Dr. Brysacz left the meeting at 4:35 p.m., just prior to 

adjournment.  
 
STAFF / OTHERS PRESENT: Elaine LeTarte, Executive Director   

Barbara Meyers, Deputy Director 
Barbara Prah,-Wix, D.O., Medical Consultant 
Blair Driggs, Assistant Attorney General 

     Carole A. Whipple, Griffin & Associates (Court Reporter) 
    
1. CALL TO ORDER  
 

The Board President, Dr. Martin Reiss, called the meeting to order at 8:15 a.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL AND REVIEW OF THE AGENDA 
 
The Executive Director took the roll.  All Board Members were present, establishing quorum for the 
meeting.  The staff and others listed above were also present.   

 
The final agenda contained no changes from the draft agenda.  

 
3. PRESIDENT’S REPORT AND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Dr. Reiss welcomed the 3rd year medical students from Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine at 
Midwestern University. After the conclusion of the Investigative and Administrative Hearings, 
probation requests, and some of the Case Reviews, the Board held a question and answer session with 
the medical students. The students were dismissed at 4:35 p.m. 

 
Dr. Reiss informed those present that it is the Board’s custom is to ask members of the public to speak 
when the agenda item of interest to the person is called.  People wishing to speak should fill out a 
speaker form and give it to a staff member. 

 
4. REVIEW, CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A. September 11, 2004 meeting, open session 
B. September 11, 2004 meeting, executive session 
 

Dr. Wedel moved that the minutes of the September 11, 2004 meeting, both open and executive, be 
approved.  Dr. Steinway seconded.  The motion passed, 7-0. 
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5. REVIEW, DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON INVESTIGATIVE HEARINGS 

PURSUANT TO A.R.S. § 32-1855 (E) ONLY.  
   
A. Phyllis Popp, D.O.  Case No. 3239M  License No. 2654 

Dr. Popp was present, and sworn in by the Court Reporter.  The Medical Consultant read the case 
summary report into the record.  Dr. Popp discussed the case with the Board, and responded to the 
Board’s questions.   Dr. Steinway moved to dismiss the case. Dr. Wedel seconded. A roll call voted 
was taken.  Dr. Steinway, yes; Dr. Wedel, yes; Ms. Hendrix, no; Dr. Brysacz, yes; Dr. Cohen, no; Mr. 
Grossman, no; Dr. Reiss, no. The motion failed, 3-4.  

 
Dr. Cohen moved that the Board issue a Letter of Concern, stating the Board’s concern over the doctor 
conducting a limited evaluation, in that she did not wait for the clinical laboratory findings in caring 
for the patient. Mr. Grossman seconded.  A roll call vote was taken: Dr. Cohen, yes; Mr. Grossman, 
yes; Dr. Steinway, no; Dr. Wedel, no; Ms. Hendrix, pass; Dr. Brysacz, no; Dr. Reiss, yes; Ms. Hendrix, 
yes. The motion passed, 4-3.   

 
B. Paul Geimer, D.O.  Case No. 3246   License No. 1509 

This hearing was continued at Dr. Geimer’s request.  
 
C. James Cerneka, D.O.  Case No. 3252   License No. 3664 

Dr. Cerneka was present, and sworn in by the Court Reporter.  The Medical Consultant read the case 
summary report into the record.  Dr. Cerneka discussed the case with the Board, and responded to their 
questions. The complainant and a friend were present, and were sworn in by the Court Reporter.  The 
complaint and friend discussed the case with the Board.  Dr. Cerneka then responded to additional 
questions from the Board.  Dr. Steinway moved that the Board issue a Letter of Concern, stating the 
Board’s concern over the doctor’s poor judgment in the pre-operative care of the patient.  Ms. Hendrix 
seconded.  A roll call vote was taken.  Dr. Steinway, yes; Ms. Hendrix, yes; Dr. Brysacz, no; Dr. 
Cohen, yes; Dr. Wedel, yes; Mr. Grossman, yes; Dr. Reiss, yes.  The motion passed, 6-1. 

 
D. Robert Bell, D.O.  Case No. 3116   License No. 3118 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-1071, this hearing is continued until Dr. Bell’s return from active military 
service.  

 
E. Darrell Bunch, D.O.  Case No. 3258   License No. 1330 

Dr. Bunch was present, and sworn in by the Court Reporter. The Medical Consultant read the case 
summary report into the record. Dr. Bunch discussed the case with the Board, and responded to their 
questions. Dr. Steinway moved that the Board issue a Letter of Concern, stating the Board’s concern 
over the lack of appropriate laboratory testing done for this patient. Dr. Cohen seconded.  After 
discussion of the specifics of this case and the 2003 Letter of Concern issued to Dr. Bunch, Dr. 
Steinway amended the motion to add the requirement that Dr. Bunch take 20 hours of continuing 
medical education in a Board review course on family practice patient care. The CME is to be 
approved in advance by the Executive Director and completed within the next six months.  Dr. Cohen 
seconded the amendment.  A roll call vote was taken.  Dr. Steinway, yes; Dr. Cohen, yes; Dr. Wedel, 
yes; Ms. Hendrix, yes; Dr. Brysacz, yes; Mr. Grossman, no; Dr. Reiss, yes.  The motion passed, 6-1. 
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F. Alvin Wong, D.O.  Case No. 3302   License No. 3214 

Dr. Wong was present, and sworn in by the Court Reporter. The Medical Consultant read the case 
summary report into the record. Dr. Wong discussed the case with the Board, and responded to their 
questions.  Dr. Steinway moved that the Board issue a Letter of Concern, stating the Board’s concern 
that Dr. Wong failed to document appropriately his care of patient, and that the care provided was 
suboptimal.   Ms. Hendrix seconded.  A roll call vote was taken. Dr. Steinway, yes; Ms. Hendrix, yes; 
Dr. Wedel, yes; Dr. Cohen, yes; Dr. Brysacz, yes; Mr. Grossman, yes; Dr. Reiss, yes. The motion 
passed, 7-0. 

 
G. Thomas Fiel, D.O.  Case No. 3368   License No. 2665 

Dr. Fiel was present, and sworn in by the Court Reporter. The Medical Consultant read the case 
summary report into the record.  Dr. Fiel discussed the case with the Board, and responded to their 
questions. Dr. Steinway moved that the Board issue a Letter of Concern, stating their concern that Dr. 
Fiel improperly interpreted the clinical test done on the patient, and that he conducted an inadequate 
evaluation of the patient prior to administration of medication. Dr. Brysacz seconded. After further 
discussion, the motion and second were withdrawn.  

 
Dr. Steinway moved that the Board censure Dr. Fiel’s license, in that his conduct in this case was a 
violation of A.R.S. § 32-1854 (6) Engaging in the practice of medicine in a manner that harms or may 
harm a patient or that the Board determines falls below the community standard, and (40) Any conduct 
or practice that endangers a patient's or the public's health or may reasonably be expected to do so. 
(Note: this case was charged prior to the August 27, 2004 amendments to the statute, and so retains 
that numbering.)   Dr. Brysacz seconded.  

 
After further discussion, Dr. Fiel asked if the Board would postpone the case until the next meeting, 
when he could return with an attorney.  The Board noted that Dr. Fiel had been noticed about the 
possibility of disciplinary action, and so declined to postpone the hearing.  

 
The motion on the floor included these: 1) inappropriate interpretation of the clinical tests, specifically 
of the EKG, 2) inadequate evaluation of the patient prior to the procedure (the administration of the 
medication), and 3) the use of unproven treatment modalities.  

 
A roll call vote was taken. Dr. Steinway, yes; Dr. Brysacz, no; Dr. Cohen, no; Ms. Hendrix, pass; Dr. 
Wedel, yes; Mr. Grossman, yes; Ms. Hendrix, yes; Dr. Reiss, yes. The motion passed, 5-2. 

 
H. L. Stan Naramore, D.O. Case No. 3201   License No. 3859 

This case was continued at the request of Dr. Naramore, who was out of state.  
 
I. William Elliott, D.O.  Case No. 3226M  License No. 3390 

Dr. Elliott was present, and sworn in by the Court Reporter.  The Medical Consultant read the case 
summary report into the record. Dr. Elliott discussed the case with the Board, and responded to the 
Board’s questions.  Dr. Steinway moved to dismiss the case. Dr. Reiss seconded. After discussion, the 
motion was withdrawn.  Dr. Cohen moved that the Board issue a Letter of Concern, stating the Board’s 
concern over the suboptimal evaluation and differential diagnosis in the care of this patient. Mr. 
Grossman seconded.  A roll call vote was taken.  Dr. Cohen; yes; Mr. Grossman; yes; Dr Wedel, yes; 
Dr. Steinway, no; Ms. Hendrix, yes; Dr. Brysacz, yes; Dr. Reiss, yes. The motion passed, 6-1.  



Board of Osteopathic Examiners 
Minutes for Meeting of October 23, 2004 

Page 4 of 8 
 

 

 
J. Bart Eng, D.O.  Case No. 3187M  License No. 1776  

Dr. Eng was present, and sworn in by the Court Reporter. The Medical Consultant read the case 
summary report into the record. Dr. Eng discussed the case with the Board, and responded to their 
questions.  Ms. Hendrix moved that the case be dismissed. Dr. Wedel seconded. A roll call vote was 
taken.  Ms. Hendrix: yes; Dr. Wedel; yes; Dr. Steinway, yes: Dr. Brysacz,, yes: Dr. Cohen, yes; Mr. 
Grossman, yes: Dr. Reiss, yes.  The motion passed, 7-0. 

 
K. Philo Rogers, D.O.  Case No. 3257M  License No. 2809 

Dr. Wedel moved that the language of the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order for 
Censure be accepted.  Mr. Grossman seconded.  The motion passed, 6-0.  Dr. Brysacz was not at the 
meeting at the time the matter was considered.  

 
6.     REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND ACTION ON REQUEST REHEARING OR REVIEW 

OF DECISION PURSUANT TO A.A.C. R4-22-106, OR REQUEST FOR HEARING ON 
APPEALABLE AGENCY ACTION PURSUANT TO ARS § 41-1092.03. 

 
A. Henry Tomlinson, D.O. Case No. 3189   License No. 2639 
 

Ms. Hendrix moved that the Board go into Executive Session to receive legal advice on this matter. Dr. 
Cohen seconded. The motion passed, 7-0, and the Board went into Executive Session at 1:55 p.m.  The 
Board returned to open session at 2:05 p.m. 

 
Dr. Tomlinson was present and represented by his attorney, Steven Myers. Mr. Myers presented a 
summary of his written arguments for Review and Rehearing on this case.  The Board discussed the 
arguments with Mr. Myers, who responded to their questions. Dr. Wedel moved that the Board deny 
the request for rehearing.  Dr. Steinway seconded. After discussion, the motion and second were 
withdrawn. 

 
Dr. Steinway moved that the Board review Findings of Fact #3, 4, and 6, and conduct a re-hearing 
limited to the issues raised in Finding #6.  Ms. Hendrix seconded.  After further discussion, the motion 
and second were withdrawn.  

 
Dr. Wedel moved that the Board deny the request for review and rehearing. Dr. Steinway seconded. A 
roll call vote was taken. Dr. Wedel, yes; Dr. Steinway, yes; Ms. Hendrix, yes; Dr. Brysacz, yes; Dr. 
Cohen, yes; Mr. Grossman; yes, Dr. Reiss, yes.  The motion passed, 7-0.  
 
7.   REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND ACTION ON CASES MOVED TO FORMAL 

ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING, PURSUANT TO A.R.S. § 32-1855 (I).   
  

A. Randy E. Collins, D.O. Case No. 3325   License No. 1546 
Dr. Reiss called the hearing to order.  Dr. Collins was present, and represented by his attorney, Robert 
Bohm.  The State was represented by Blair Driggs, Asst. Attorney General.  Mr. Bohm and Mr. Driggs 
presented to the Board a Consent Agreement for resolution of the hearing. The agreement was that Dr. 
Collins’ license be placed on probation for a period of five years, to monitor his continuing recovery 
from substance abuse.  Dr. Collins discussed the case with the Board and responded to their questions.  
Dr. Steinway moved that the agreement be accepted. Ms. Hendrix seconded.  The motion passed, 7-0.  
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8. REVIEW, CONSIDERATION AND ACTION ON COMPLIANCE WITH TERMS OF 
BOARD ORDERS AND REQUESTS TO MODIFY OR TERMINATE ORDERS, 
PURSUANT TO A.R.S. 32-1855 (E) AND (I). 

 
A. Ethan Kennedy, D.O.  Case No. 3250 & 3290 License No. 3123 

Dr. Kennedy appeared before the Board to request an amendment to the terms of his probation, to 
allow him to work 45 hours a week so that he might continue his community service practice in 
addition to his employment.  After discussion, Dr. Steinway moved that Dr. Kennedy’s probation be so 
amended.  Dr. Cohen seconded. The motion passed, 7-0. 

 
B. Lynne Pirie, D.O.  Case No. 2758   License No. 1878 

Dr. Pirie appeared before the Board and explained that a family illness and the limited availability of 
pain management CME had prevented her from taking CME during the time period required by her 
probation. She is scheduled to take a course in December 2004.  The Board told Dr. Pirie that her 
probation would be extended until the January 22, 2005 meeting, by which time she was to document 
completion of the CME.  

 
The Board also told Dr. Pirie that her failure to comply with the terms of the probation on time, or to 
request an extension prior to the due date of the probation, was an open investigation. The Board said 
that an Investigative Hearing would be conducted on the matter at the December 11, 2004 meeting; the 
Investigative Hearing could be resolved by Dr. Pirie agreeing to pay a $500 fine prior to the December 
11, 2004 meeting.  

 
 

9.      REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND ACTION ON CASE REVIEWS OF ALLEGATIONS OF 
UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT A.R.S. § 32-1855 (C through F).   

 
 A. Gary Rostan, D.O.  Case No. 3193M  License No. 2948 
Dr. Brysacz recused himself from this case.  Dr. Rostan was present and discussed this case with the 
Board. Based on the case materials, the recommendations of the reviewers, and the discussion with the 
doctor, Dr. Wedel moved to dismiss the case. Mr. Grossman seconded. The motion passed, 6-0.  
 
 B. John Charochak, D.O.  Case No. 3233   License No. 2333 
Based on the case materials and the recommendations of the reviewers, Dr. Wedel moved to conduct 
an Investigative Hearing on allegations in this matter. Dr. Steinway seconded. The motion passed, 6-0. 
 
 C. Laurel Retay, D.O.  Case No. 3269   License No. 3218 
Dr. Retay was present and addressed the Board. Based on the case materials, the recommendations of 
the reviewers, and the doctor’s statement, Dr. Steinway moved that an Investigative Hearing be 
conducted on this case. Mr. Grossman seconded.  A friend of the patient was present and addressed the 
Board.  After discussion, Dr. Steinway and Mr. Grossman withdrew the motion.  Dr. Wedel then 
moved to dismiss the case. Dr. Brysacz seconded. The motion passed, 7-0. 
 
 D. Charles Gardner, D.O. Case No. 3243   License No. 1404 
The patient was present, and addressed the Board.  Based on the case materials, the recommendations 
of reviewers, and the patient’s address, Dr. Steinway moved to dismiss the case. Mr. Grossman 
seconded.  In further discussion, the Board explained they had no statutory jurisdiction over the billing 
and payment issues in the complaint.  The motion passed, 7-0.  
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 E. Brian Marks, D.O.  Case No. 3292   License No. 2964 
 F. Brian Marks, D.O.  Case No. 3299   License No. 2964 
Based on the case materials presented, the recommendations of reviewers and discussion among the 
Board members, Dr. Steinway moved to dismiss these two cases (3292 and 3299). Dr. Wedel 
seconded. The motion passed, 5-1.  
 
 G. Kelli Ward, D.O.  Case No. 3312   License No. 3425 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Mr. Grossman moved 
dismiss this case. Dr. Wedel seconded.  The motion passed, 6-0. 
 
 H. David Minor, D.O.  Case No. 3331   License No. 2321 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Mr. Grossman moved to 
dismiss the case. Dr. Wedel seconded. The motion passed, 6-0. 
 
 I. Andrew Gorman, D.O. Case No. 3332   License No. 3871 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Dr. Steinway moved to 
dismiss this case. Dr. Wedel seconded. The motion passed, 6-0.  
 
 J. David Mendelson, D.O. Case No. 3382   License No. 3728 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Ms. Hendrix moved to 
dismiss this case. Mr. Grossman seconded. The motion passed, 6-0. 
 
 K. Charles Myers, D.O.  Case No. 3384   License No. 1239 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Dr. Reiss moved to 
conduct an Investigative Hearing this case. Dr. Steinway seconded. The motion passed, 6-0.  
 
 L. Suzanne Bentz, D.O.  Case No. 3271M  License No. 2866 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Dr. Steinway moved that 
the Board conduct an Investigative Hearing on this case. Dr. Wedel seconded. The motion passed, 6-0.  
 
 M. K. Talmage Lewis, D.O. Case No. 3131   License No. 3462 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Ms. Hendrix moved that 
the Board conduct an Investigative Hearing on this case. Dr. Steinway seconded.  The motion passed, 
6-0.  
 
 N. Michael Steingart, D.O. Case No. 3278   License No. 2097 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Dr. Steinway moved that 
this case be dismissed. Dr. Wedel seconded. The motion passed, 6-0. 
 
 O. Thomas Masters  Case No. 3238   License No. 2951 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Dr. Steinway moved that 
an Investigative Hearing be conducted, and in addition to the issues previously noticed, that Dr. 
Masters be noticed regarding alleged disruptive behavior. Ms. Hendrix seconded. The motion passed, 
6-0. 
 
 P. Douglas Snow, D.O.  Case No. 3177   License No. 3088 
Dr. Snow was present, and discussed the case with the Board. Based on the case materials, the 
recommendations of the reviewers, and the discussion with Dr. Snow, Dr. Wedel moved that the case 
be dismissed. Dr. Brysacz seconded.  The motion passed, 7-0.   
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 Q. Paul Blumberg, D.O.  Case No. 3352   License No. 1597 
Based on the case materials presented, including a proposed revision of the newspaper advertisement, 
and the recommendations of reviewers, Dr. Steinway moved that the case be dismissed. Dr. Brysacz 
seconded. The motion passed, 6-0. 
 
 R. Edward Shapiro, D.O.  Case No. 3297   License No. 2847\ 
The complainant and a friend were present and addressed the Board. Based on the case materials, the 
recommendations of the reviewers, and the discussion with the complainant, Dr. Wedel moved to 
dismiss the case.  Dr. Brysacz seconded.  A roll call vote was taken. Dr. Wedel, yes; Dr. Brysacz, not 
present; Ms. Hendrix, no; Dr. Cohen, yes; Dr. Steinway, yes; Mr. Grossman, yes; Dr. Reiss, yes.  The 
motion passed, 5-1.   
 
 S. John Stathakis, D.O.  Case No. 3321   License No. 0999 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Dr. Steinway moved that 
the case be dismissed.  Mr. Grossman seconded. The motion passed, 6-0. 
 
 T. Ivan Filner, D.O.  Case No. 3322   License No. 3383 
Based on the case materials presented and the recommendations of reviewers, Dr. Steinway moved that 
the case be dismissed. Ms. Hendrix seconded. The motion passed, 6-0.  
 

U. Robert Marouk, D.O.  Case No. 3360   License No. 3583 
 V. Alphonse Ambrosia, D.O. Case No. 3361   License No. 2705 
 W. Roddy Gardner, D.O.  Case No. 3364   License No. 0975 
Based on doctors having met the CME requirement during the extension, Dr. Steinway moved that the 
above cases (Dr. Marouk, Dr. Ambrosia, and Dr. Gardner) be dismissed. Dr. Wedel seconded. The 
motion passed, 6-0.  Dr. Cohen was out of the room at the time the vote was taken.  
 
10.     REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND ACTION ON PROPOSED LEGISLATION FOR 

UPCOMING SESSION, PURSUANT TO ARS § 32-1803(B)(13).   
 
 A. Consideration legislation for upcoming session (2005) 
 B. Budget Request for FY06/07 
The Board did not discuss the above items.  
 
11. REVIEW, CONSIDERATION, AND ACTION ON EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT. 
 
A. Performance Measures Report  
B. Financial Report  

 C.  List of Meetings, Presentations, and Articles 
 D. Status Report on Rulemaking 
The Board did not discuss the above items. 
  
12. REVIEW, CONSIDERATION, AND ACTION ON LITIGATION AGAINST THE 

BOARD. 
 

A. Taylor v. AZ Board of Osteopathic Examiners  / LC2003-000983 
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Mr. Driggs informed the Board that, as directed, he and Dr. Taylor’s attorney had entered into and 
filed a settlement notice with the judge.  The judge had not signed the settlement at the time of the 
Board’s meeting.  

  
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Dr. Cohen moved to adjourn. Dr. Wedel seconded.  The motion passed, 6-0, and Dr. Reiss adjourned 
the meeting at 5:15 p.m.  
 
Date drafted: October 25, 2004 
Date approved:  December 11, 2004   
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